
BCA Launches 2013 Membership Drive
This month marks the beginning of the BCA’s second annual membership drive, and you are invited to become a member! The successful 2012 Drive 
resulted in identifying over 500 former rowers and gaining 64 charter members! These 64 members enabled us to reach our 2012 fund raising goal 
of $7,500! Our goal this year is build our membership to 150 members and raise $15,000. These funds will be used, in accordance with our strategic 
plan, to fund a new launch and build the number of men and women participating in the rowing program. Our longer term goal is to help our crews 
become highly competitive at the national intercollegiate level. In addition to helping our college rowers, we are working to build the rowing alumni 
community by providing opportunities to reconnect with old crew friends and the sport of rowing. To aid in this, the BCA has launched the BCA 
Newsletter to keep our members informed and up to date. BCA members will receive a full version of the newsletter four times a year. In this issue, 
we would like to introduce you to the members of the board of directors who will be responsible to guide the club and manage your contributions.  
This newsletter is for you, so please feel free to contact the newsletter editors, Ken Glenn and Brandin Grams, with suggestions for stories or aspects 
of the crew program you would like to know more about. In a few days, you will be receiving a membership packet and request to join. Please take the 
time to send in your membership request. 

As former rower, CSULB President F. King Alexander noted, the involvement provided by the BCA is critical in increasing university support for the 
rowing program. Simply becoming a member of the BCA will make a difference! If you have former teammates you would like to encourage to join, 
email me their mailing information, and I will send them a membership packet. 

Listed below are the charter members of the BCA. If you would like to get in touch with any of these people, email me at kglenn49@live.com.
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BCA at the Fall Regatta
Members of the BCA competed in the first “Alumni Challenge” race at CSULB’s Fall Regatta on November 10, 2012. Six SoCal teams were in 
attendance. The “When I’m 64” crew, in black shirts, included Earl Johnson at 5-seat, who rowed for the Beach’s second crew in 1958. The other 
members included, Greg Kelly at Coxswain, Steve Buchan stroke, Ken Glenn #7, Steve Ryan #6, Earl Johnson #5, Dave Straley #4, Steve Chaffee #3, 
Dan Damon #2, and Bill Tidwell in the bow. The boat is the foreground is the ‘74 Lightweight Varsity Crew. At coxswain is, Marsha (Waer) Reino, 
John Fletcher #8, Alex Fey #7, Adriaan van der Capellan #6, Ted Beaty #5, Fred Mayfield #4, Bruce Banigan #3, Chuck Wright #2, and Ward Sullivan in 
the bow. The Alumni Challenge will become an annual event at CSULB’s Fall Regatta for BCA members. Plans are in place to begin a once a month 
rowing workout open to BCA members followed by a lunch gathering. More good reasons to join the BCA right now!

CSULB President, F. King Alexander, came down to show his support for Beach Crew. Presi-
dent Alexander rowed for Oxford and is a supporter of the sport. He noted that the alumni 
involvement provided by the BCA is critical in increasing university support for the rowing 
program. BCA members from left to right are Brandin Grams, Dave Straley, President F. 
King Alexander, Steve Ryan, and Earl Johnson. 

Brandin Grams and Beach Crew’s co-founder, Dr. Ludwig Spolyar, dedicate the new 
Empacher Racing shell by christening the new boat with champaign. The “Killagrams” will 
be a valuable addition to the fleet.



Meet the BCA Board of Directors
Comprised of CSULB Alumni Oarsmen, with extensive and diverse professional backgrounds, the Board of Directors enthusiastically accepts the challenge to promote 
and enhance the sport of crew at Long Beach State.

Vic Grgas - President
Our BCA President , Victor Grgas, is no stranger to leadership having served in senior leadership positions in government, industry, and his com-
munity. Victor served as City Councilman and Mayor in his home town of Seal Beach. He also served as the President of the National Council for 
Urban Economic Development, now the International Economic Development Council (IEDC) and the California Association for Local Economic 
Development (CALED).

Currently he serves as the Property Services Bureau Manager for the City of Long Beach, California. Prior to joining the City of Long Beach, Victor 
was President of VSG & Associates, a land use consulting company and real estate brokerage based in Seal Beach.  Before forming his company, Victor 
worked for over 12 years for one of the nation’s largest private development companies, Forest City Development, and was the Director of Planning 
and Government Relations for the company’s West Coast operations. Victor served as Assistant City Manager for Montebello, California, and as the 

Director of Development Planning for the Los Angeles County Community Development Commission, as well as the Director of Economic Development for the cities 
of Redondo Beach and of Santa Ana, California.

Victor  holds both a Master of Public Administration and a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from the California State University of Long Beach, and is a 
licensed California Real Estate Broker. Victor rowed for Beach Crew from 1970 to 1974 under coach Bill Lockyer. He is married to CSULB alumna Nancy with whom 
he shares two sons. They currently live in Seal Beach.

Neil Swaigler - Treasurer
“Upon leaving Peterson Science Hall 150 in September of 1964, I was stopped at the double door exit by three or four large guys who wouldn’t let me out until 
I promised to follow them down to the old boathouse on the corner of Colorado and Nieto. Thus, began my affiliation with Long Beach State Crew. Four wonderful 
years as a coxswain flew by.  Friendships were made by the score, and rewards, both real and emotional, were achieved that will last forever. I encouraged the 
women in Shell and Oar to take up rowing, inaugurated the new Long Beach Crew Boathouse, and coached the Long Beach Men’s Light Weight Varsity 8, winners 
of the Western Sprint Championships. In the 1968 Olympic Trials held on our race course, I coxed the Long Beach men’s 8 and met, and eventually married, the 
mother of my wonderful daughter and son.  Long Beach State Crew may have only been my life for five years, but it set me up for a lifetime.”

Ken Glenn - Secretary
“I had the great privilege of rowing for Beach Crew for four years, three in the Varsity boat, under Coach Bill Lockyer (1967-1971). Most memorably, I rowed the 
seven spot in the record setting 1968 row to Catalina Island. I graduated from the Beach Crew program with Lifetime Athletic Honors, lifelong friendships, and a 
lot of great memories. The work ethic, discipline, and teamwork developed in Crew served me well in my 35 year career in the Aerospace Industry.

I worked in Project Management on many of our nation’s premier projects including the B2 Bomber and more recently, the Global Hawk. While on the B2 Pro-
gram, I served as the President of the 2000 member Management Club. In addition to graduating with a BA from CSULB, I received an MBA from Pepperdine 
University, and was a graduate of the Boeing Leadership Center in St. Louis. After retiring from Boeing, then from Northrop Grumman, I am now happily retired 
in sunny Solana Beach and living with my wife and college sweetheart, Donna, the 1970 Western Sprints Queen. We have two great daughters, one a Managing 
Partner for Cabo Corporate Events in Los Cabos, Mexico, and the other a journalist and classical singer living in NYC. My past volunteer efforts has included lead-
ership positions in Junior Achievement and Habitat for Humanity. Proud to serve on the BCA Board of Directors, I look forward to helping Beach Crew continue 

and enhance its great reputation as a leader in collegiate rowing. “

David Chaffee - Member at-large
“I rowed Long Beach State Crew four years, 1965 - 1969 with Coach Bill Lockyer; the first two years out of the ‘32 LB Olympic boathouse. Three unique experi-
ences from my time with LB crew come to mind: Rowing in the 1966 Pepsi Generation commercial; participating as the stroke for the famous, 1968 row to 
Catalina, and racing in the first Long Beach boat, a coxed four (Kelly, Arneson, Gissel, Chaffee, Hughes), to be invited to the IRA’s (then at Syracuse, N.Y.). One 
of life’s lesson learned from crew is that whether on the rowing course or in the courtroom, success comes through preparation, dedication, and just plain hard 
work. I received my B.A. from Long Beach State 1969, and a J.D. from Loyola Law School in 1973. Admitted to State Bar of California December, 1973, I served 
as Deputy Attorney General, California Department of Justice, 1974 - 1978. From 1978 to 1994 I served as an attorney for the County of Orange. Appointed 
Judge of the Orange County Harbor Municipal Court in 1994, I was subsequently appointed Judge of the Superior Court of the State of California, County of 
Orange in 1997, where I continue to serve.

Married to Delaine Sanders Chaffee, we share two sons, both of whom rowed in the NAC juniors program. Drew, now a captain in the U.S. Army, rowed varsity 
crew at USMA (West Point), class of ‘05. My younger son, Evan, UCSD class of 2011, recently ran for the Republican Central Committee of Orange County, CA.  Outside of work I 
serve on the Board of Directors of the Beach Crew Alumni; act as a member of the Board of Trustees of Devil Pups, Inc.(a USMC allied youth citizenship program); and was recently 
installed as President of the William P. Gray Legion Lex Inn of Court. At home I continue the ongoing/never-ending home remodel project.”

Wolf Thiele - Member At-large
“An active rower from 1983 to 1997, I started as a coxswain.  After trying to make national teams in Germany, rowing for Cal State Long Beach in 1994 and 
1995, was a welcome change.  I found the level of support and dedication to the team very motivating.  The punctuality and efficiency of the team made me 
feel right at home. In 2001 I started assisting the CSULB men’s team as a coach and later helped Long Beach Junior Crew.  A career change to Corporate Trust 
Specialist  in Structured Credit, has not allowed any further engagement. I am happy to be involved in crew again, even if only through the BCA.”

Sherri Kline - Member At-large
“The moment that changed my life forever is when I spotted a sign pinned up on a billboard, ‘women’s tryouts for crew.’ I only had a faint idea of what rowing 
would be like, but I imagined being on the water every day, and I was yearning for a team sport. That year, 1993, we established the first women’s team for 
Orange Coast College. The following year at CSULB, at 0- dark hundred sitting on the floor for first day of practice, I meet my best friend to this day. We had an 
amazing year winning the ‘ Cal Cup’ at crew classic. Three years later I won the lightweight U.S. Single Trials and placed 8th at 1998 World Championships. In 
1999, I won the gold in the Lt. 4x. Ten years later, with a renewed spirit for perfecting my stoke, LBRA member, Rachel Stortvedt, and I won the Senior Lt. 2x at 
the 2010 Canadian Henley and came in 6th at 2012 Olympic Trials.

I live in Belmont Shore my  wonderful husband and have worked as a master dental ceramist in Irvine for 9 years. I have played a role as mentor of the Elite 
Rowing Group at LBRA, and am currently on the fundraising committee for ‘ERG.’ With eagerness and humility, I look forward to helping Beach Crew achieve 
their goals.“

Dave B. Straley - Member At-large
Dave is the principal of Third Creek Investments, a registered investment advisory firm with $60 million under management, investing in start-up 
businesses  He is also a certified public accountant with the firm of Straley & Perdue.  Dave served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Nicaragua be-
tween 1972 and 1974, working on post earthquake reconstruction of Managua as an urban planner.  Dave worked at the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) as a Foreign Service officer between 1977 and 1983, and as a part-time consultant until 2000. While at USAID 
he served as what he calls “a social investment banker” (project development officer) developing projects in land reform, infrastructure, HIV/AIDS 
prevention, small business development, community based natural resource development (game parks), and democracy and governance. Dave is a 
board member of the Arthur B. Schultz Foundation, Lahontan Audubon Society, and 3rd Creek Foundation, his personal family foundation.

Dave rowed the 68-69 and 69-70 seasons under Bill Lockyer.  He rowed seat 2 in the 1970 varsity boat, which was nationally competitive and 
finished third in the Western Sprints.  After graduation, Dave rowed for the Long Beach Rowing Association in a Four w/o and an Eight at the 1970 

National Rowing Championships in Cherry Hill, New Jersey.  Dave was the recipient of the 1970 William R. Lockyer Crewman of the Year Award. He is a four+ year 
survivor of ampullary carcinoma. Dave graduated from CSULB, with a B.A. and M.A. in Economics.


